
History Knowledge OrganiserWhat did the Ancient Maya achieve?

EXPERIENTIAL COMMUNITY CREATIVITY RESPONSIVE

What I have already learned
I know

● Prehistoric Britain (Stone Age to Iron Age) was 
from 3500 BCE to 43 CE

● People began to live in settlements and use 
tools throughout the stone age to the iron age

● The differences between North and South 
America compared to the UK, and the countries 
inside

● That different parts of the world developed at 
different rates, such as the advancements 
made in Ancient Egypt

What I will learn

I will learn
● That the Mayans lived between 1800 

BCE to 1500 CE
● Where the Ancient Mayan civilisation 

was located
● Recognise and write as an Ancient 

Mayan
● Understand how the Ancient Maya told 

the time and their calendar system
● Know how the Ancient Maya counted
● Evaluate the achievements of the 

Ancient Maya

Key Vocabulary

Time Period 
(age)

A large interval of time that is meaningful in 
history because of its particular 
characteristics

Civilisation A large group of people who share certain 
advanced ways of living and working.

Source of 
evidence

Fragments of the past that remain and are 
used by historians to understand the past.

Society Groups of people that share the same laws, 
rights, and resources. 

Glyphs A glyph is any kind of purposeful mark.

Achievement A thing done successfully with effort, skill, or 
courage.

The Tzolkin was a 260 day calendar

Mayan numerals used to count

Stelae were carved 
standing stones that 
represented the major 
events in a ruler’s life

A map of the Maya world

The Mayan timeline


