
Geography Knowledge OrganiserWhat are rivers and how are they used?
What I have already learned

I know
● the names of the seven continents 

and five oceans 
● the UK is an island and there are 

different bodies of water around it: 
English Channel, North Sea, Irish 
Sea and Atlantic Ocean

What I will learn

I will learn
● to understand the river journey 

from source to mouth
● why the River Thames is very 

important to London
● how we use rivers
● the causes and effects of pollution 

in our rivers and oceans 
● to understand the Water Cycle

Features of a river

Key Vocabulary

Physical 
geography 

Studying the Earth’s 
natural surface e.g. rivers 
or continents

Human 
geography 

Studying where people 
live, what they do and how 
they live e.g. towns or 
cultures 

Sustainable Making sure our resources 
last us for many years to 
come 

Global When something has to do 
with the whole earth

mouth The point where a river 
joins the sea.

source The place where a river 
begins.

tributaries Rivers that join up with 
another river.

The River Thames
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