
           Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage  

At Hawley Primary School, we recognise that young children learn 

best when they are active. We recognise the power and importance 

of independent learning that takes place during play. We know that 

children are learning all the time, everywhere, in a holistic way, and 

we seek to build on children’s natural curiosity and wonder at the 

world around them. We aim to support the children in ‘learning to be 

learners’ in an environment where they can feel safe, valued, inspired 

and happy. 

The EYFS has two classes: a 26 place nursery and a reception class. 

Both classes have access to outdoor areas which we use to their 

fullest potential and are open all day; which means we get to explore 

the environment in all weathers. 

Throughout the day children take part in both adult guided and 

independent activities following the Early Year’s Foundation Stage 

Curriculum. This learning challenges children and encourages them to 

develop into independent, motivated learners and thinkers, full of 

curiosity about the world around them within a fun, happy and secure 

environment. Through careful observation and assessment of each 

child’s emerging needs and interests, staff plan for the next step 

for each child’s learning journey and progress is documented in their 

‘Portfolio’. 

Children in both the nursery and reception class build on their social 

skills through our safe and nurturing environment, where we support 

the children to develop positive relationships, and to build their self-

confidence to help them progress socially and emotionally.  We 

encourage them to be independent and resilient in their learning, and 

to persevere when faced with challenge. We want the children to 

have fun as they develop key skills to support their future learning 

and become motivated, lifelong learners. 



The following links provide a wealth of information 

https://www.early-education.org.uk/development-matters-early-

years-foundation-stage-eyfs 

https://foundationyears.org.uk/what-to-expect-when/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-hungry-

little-minds-brand 

 

 

                                         The Curriculum  

The EYFS curriculum recognises children learn and develop in 

different ways and at different rates.  

There are seven areas of learning divided into two sections; and all 

areas of learning are equally important and interconnected.  

Primary Areas of Learning  Specific Areas of Learning  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

Communication and Language  

Physical Development  

Literacy  

Maths  

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design  

 

The characteristics of Effective Learning are viewed as an integral 

part of all areas of learning and are reflected in our observations of 

children. 
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Playing and exploring Active learning  Creating and 

thinking critically 

Engagement  

Finding out and 

exploring.  

Playing with what 

they know.  

Being willing to 'have 

a go'. 

Motivation 

Being involved and 

concentrating. Keep 

trying. Enjoying 

achieving what they 

set out to do. 

Thinking 
 

Having ‘their own 

ideas’. 
 

Making links. 
 

Choosing ways to do 

things. 

 

 

 

https://www.early-education.org.uk/development-matters-early-

years-foundation-stage-eyfs  

 

Teachers plan half termly topics which are also enriched by whole 

school initiatives, such as Science and Art Week as they occur 

during the school year. Both classes have a weekly session with our 

specialist music teacher and the Physical Development of the 

children in the reception class is enriched by having a weekly PE slot 

with our Sports Coach.to others 
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is all se secure and safe challenging indoor and outdoor 

environment. 

 


