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A disability is defined as a physical or mental impairment, which has a substantial, long term 
and adverse effect on a person’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities. 

The SEN and Disability Act 2001 extended the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) to cover 
education. Since September 2002, the Governing Body has had three key duties towards disabled 
students, under Part 4 of the DDA: 

 not to treat disabled students less favourably for a reason related to their disability 

 to make reasonable adjustments for disabled students, so that they are not at a substantial 
disadvantage 

 to plan to increase access to education for disabled students 

 

The purpose and direction of the school’s plan: vision and values 

Hawley Primary School is committed to ensuring that all members of the school community are able 
to use the school and its facilities and that all students will have full access to the curriculum and will 
participate with equality in the wider life of the school. 

This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of the school to increase access to 
education for disabled students in the three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA: 

 increasing the extent to which disabled students can participate in the school curriculum 

 improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled students 
can take advantage of all aspects of education and school life  

 improving the delivery of information to disabled students and their families  
 

It is a requirement that the school’s Accessibility Plan is resourced, implemented, reviewed and 
revised as necessary and reported on annually. The Action Plan attached shows how the school will 
address the priorities identified in the plan. 

 

Increasing the extent to which disabled students can participate in the school curriculum 

The governors and staff of Hawley Primary School are committed to the inclusion of all students 
with special educational needs and disabilities in the full life of the school, with equal access to a 
broad and balanced curriculum. 
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Currently: 

 There is an on ongoing focus and training within the school to develop quality first teaching 
which is inclusive for all students  

• Staff and governors are made aware of their responsibilities and requirements under the 
current legislation  

• There is enhanced access provided by effective deployment of teaching assistants and 
learning mentors 

• There are adaptations to the curriculum that enhance inclusion, including focused 
intervention groups, a personalised curriculum for the students with the most complex needs 
and  the use of specialist support from external professionals 

 

Areas for development 

 Further staff training on the impact of different disabilities on learning, in particular, on the 
impact of ASD and  Downs Syndrome 

 Further staff training on the use of technology to support student progress, engagement and 
participation 

 Further staff training on the use of Visuals, Visual timetables and Task checklists in order to 
fully support children with Language and Communication Difficulties 

 Embedding the use of the IMHARS framework into school practice in order to promote 
positive mental health and to support children at risk of developing mental health problems 

 Staff training on Specific learning disorders which become more apparent as the school 
expands into KS2, such as dyslexia or dyscalculia  

 

 

Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled students 
can take advantage of all aspects of education and school life 

Currently 

 The school site is fully DDA compliant 

 All areas of the school are accessible by a lift 

 The corridors are wide and spacious 

 There are disabled toilets on every floor of the school 

 There is a room with a shower for students who may require personal care 

 There are disabled parking bays outside of the school building which disabled staff, parents 
or parents of disabled pupils can use 

 We ensure that all pupils have the opportunity to participate in school visits irrespective of 
attainment or impairment 

 We ensure that teaching assistants receive the appropriate training to support pupils with 
disabilities  
 

Areas for development: 

 To develop a calm sensory space primarily for children with ASD and for all those children 
who need this intervention 

Improving the delivery of information to disabled students and their families  

As an inclusive school, Hawley Primary School makes every effort to ensure that students and 
parents with disabilities have full access to all relevant information.   
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Currently: 

 There is a  commitment on the part of all staff to maintain open communication with parents 
of children with SEND 

 External Professionals working with children with SEND, such as speech and language 
therapists or occupational therapists, communicate with the parents of children with SEND to 
provide support and/or advice 

 Parents can make direct contact with the SENDCO who is available at the beginning and 
end of the school day  

 The SENDCO meets regularly with parents to ensure that they are fully informed  

 There are coffee mornings and teaching sessions to ensure that all parents understand key 
school information 

 At the end of the day, LSAs are available to share the events of the day with parents of the 
pupils that they support 

Areas for development 

 To organise a more systematic sharing of Pupil Plans with parents after screening week 

 To build up a support group for parents of children with ASD. 

 
As stated above, Hawley Primary School is committed to equal opportunities and inclusion. 
This Accessibility Plan is not a standalone document, but should be considered alongside 
the following school policy documents:  
 
Special Educational Needs Policy 

School SEND Information Report  

Safeguarding Policy 

 


